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ABSTRACT 
 
 
Efficiency and speed have been crucial elements of journalism success right from the 
invention of the lithography. These days availability of data and complicated algorithms provides 
instant opportunities for growth and improvement. Not only we can train a machine to recognize 
particular patterns and classify them, we can also automate a lion’s share of mundane journalistic 
tasks just with a few scripts. 
 But is the situation the same across the board? Can small newsrooms benefit from the 
technological advancements at the same scale? If yes, what are the ways for newsrooms with 
limited human and financial resources to utilize machine learning and automation? 
This project provides a case study of some most popular ways of integrating optimization 
inside small newsrooms and scrutinizes potential pitfalls and problems that might occur. It also 
analyses the opportunities for AI-based startups to help small newsrooms and gives a detailed 
overview of the design process behind the Recordly startup. 
